
MKRC End of Season Awards 
Clubperson of the year 
The clubperson of the year of the award is chosen by all of us. It is our chance to vote for someone 

who has made the most difference to our time at the club over the last year, and for that reason I 

really think it means a lot to the people who receive it. 

This year the votes were actually quite well spread, which is a reflection of just how many people 

there are at this club who put in a huge amount of effort, week in, week out, to make it the great 

club it is. 

There was however, a clear winner, and curiously enough pretty much everyone who voted for him 

gave the same reason: “he really gets on my nerves sometimes, but he has put in a huge amount of 

effort for the whole year and I really think he deserves it”. 

This person spent weeks coming up with our training plan, he has an absolutely spotless attendance 

record at training sessions, he has been a friendly and efficient Membership Officer, he has never 

stopped working on his own fitness or rowing technique, and he has been a conscientious and 

hardworking Men’s Captain. 

The winner of this year’s Clubperson of the Year, as voted for by the club, is Nick Hughes. 

Unfortunately Nick is not here and is taking a break from everything rowing related while he 

concentrates on finding a new job, but I will make sure I pass the award on to him when I get the 

chance. 

Outstanding Contribution 
There are so many people in this club that contribute so much to it, so it is always hard to find 

someone to give an “Outstanding Contribution” award to. This year though, the committee were in 

complete agreement as to who it should be. 

This person is someone who has taken a small, friendly, but rather haphazard regatta and has, over 

several years, worked incredibly hard to turn it into a well-organised, thoroughly planned, efficient, 

enjoyable and (this-year) British Rowing affiliated regatta of which the whole club can be proud. We 

receive praise every year from other clubs for our regatta, and I honestly don’t think it would be a 

10th as good as it is without the amount of work this person has put into it. 

And so, I would like to give the award for Outstanding Contribution, to Kelly Alexander. 

Oarsperson of the Year 
The Oarsperson of the Year award goes to the person we feel has been the best, most successful or 

just the most committed of our rowers and scullers. The person we are giving the award to this year 

is all of these things. She is also a shining example to us all that it doesn’t matter what size you are, if 

you put in the training, and you have the commitment, the dedication, the perseverance, and the 

skill to see something through, then you will get the success you deserve.  

This person is a women’s Masters C single sculler, and this year she has not only become the British 

Champion, but she is also the World Champion. This year’s Oarsperson of the Year is Helen Marshall. 



Most Improved 
The next award is for the Most Improved rower or sculler. When I was thinking about all our 

members this year, I found there were two people who really deserved this award and I wanted to 

acknowledge both of them, so this year we have both a men’s and a women’s Most Improved 

award. 

The female recipient only did a Learn to Row course with us just last year, but she has packed more 

rowing and racing into this year than I would have thought possible. She has raced in a single, a 

double, and a quad. She has done sprint regattas and longer regattas, 2km heads and 22km heads. 

Throughout the year she has always shown how eager she is to improve, and thanks to her hard 

work and dedication she has certainly done so. She is also a pleasure to have around as no matter 

how an outing or a race goes you know her big smile is never far away. This year’s Most Improved 

female rower is Cherry Kemp. 

The male recipient also only did a Learn to Row course with us last year. At first we found it a little 

hard to tell if he was actually enjoying rowing as he is a very mild mannered person. Luckily it soon 

became apparent that not only was he enjoying rowing, but he was also pretty good at it. He is a joy 

to coach because if you ask him to change something he will do so instantly, and he will make it 

stick. That trait has helped his own rowing come on leaps and bounds since he did our learn to row 

course, and has helped him de-novice in both sweep and sculling this summer. He is also always 

ready to help out wherever he is needed around the club, and he is a very valuable member of the 

men’s squad. This year’s Most Improved male rower is Shaun Turner. 

Team 
Finally we come to the coveted Team of the Year award. 

A couple of months ago, Cherry came to me with a crazy suggestion. I’ll be honest I wasn’t keen on 

the suggestion to begin with; I thought there couldn’t possibly be enough time to plan for it what 

with everything else going on, and there certainly wouldn’t be time to train for it. Then a few more 

people suggested the same thing to me, and I thought, you know what, this would be a really great 

thing for the club to do – let’s just go for it. 

A month later 7 club members found themselves sitting at the start of the Great Ouse Marathon, 

probably wondering what the hell they were thinking. 

Nevertheless, they did it. They raced 22km against the wind and the stream, and like everyone else I 

was immensely impressed by their can-do attitude, the way they took it all in their stride (as if racing 

22km was a perfectly natural thing to do on a Sunday afternoon) and how without exception they 

were all incredibly positive about the experience and very keen to go back next year – possibly 

taking a few more of us along with them! 

So, this year I am slightly bending the concept of a team and giving the Team of the Year award to 

the Conquerors of the Great Ouse: Cherry Kemp, Rod Bennett, Liz Fryer, Marzena Kotowicz, 

Katharine Billingham, Matthew Heggie and Steve Lawson. 

 


